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Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750 . 12J (Annua.l Command Operations Report) 

Enc1: ( 1) Batt le '' E" Award Submission 2011 
(2) Batt le "E" A1 . .;ard Submission 2010 
( 3) vlelcome Aboard Pamphlet 
{4) V.lelcome Aboard Pamphlet (,Japanese version) 
(5) TORTUGA Command Photo 

1. Per reference (a), the following information is provided. 

a . Name of Command : USS TORTUGA (LSD - 46) 

b . Unit Identification Code (UIC): 21562 

c. Name and Rank of Commandi ng Officers 

LAST FIRST MI RANK ASSUMED COMMAND 

Lewis Todd .n. Commander 2006-12-12 

Zuhowsk.i John J Commander 2008 -- 04 -29 

~·Ieber Hark c Captain 2009-01-08 

Lowell James ? Commander 2009-09-10 

Ragland Adrian D Commander 2011-02-12 

d . Mission/ Command Employ1nentj Area of Operations: Since 
Harch of 20 06 , TORTUGA has been forward deployed to the United 
States SEVENTH Fleet, carrying out operational missions, 
presence operat ions, multi-lateral and joint training, and 
humanitarian assistanc e throughout the ~'iesi.ern Pacific and C7F 
area of responsibility. 

e . Permanent Location : Sasebo, Japan 
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f. Immediate Superior in Command: 

(1) Operation: Commander, Task Force Seventy Six 
(CTP ·· 76) 

{ 2) Admini st:cati ve: Expeditionary Strike Group SE'~IEN 
(ESG-7) 

g. Task Force/Group/Unit Name(s ) and Mission(s): 

(1) Comma'l'lder , Task Force Seventy Six (CTF-76) 

( 2) 

(CTG-76 .4 ) 
Commander, 

(Commander, 
Task Group Seventy Six Point Four 
1\_mphibious Squadron ELEVEN ) . 

(3) Commander, Task Group Seventy Thr ee Point One 
{Commander, Destroyer Squadron THIRTY ONE) ( CA&"i.T 2008, CA.:zAT 
2010, CARliT 2011 ) 

( 4 ) Cornman de r , 
(Operation TOMODACHI ) 

Task Group Seventy Six Point Three Five 
(CTF-76 .35 ) 

(5) Commander, Task Force SEVENTY ONE \CTF~71} (ELLIPSE 
CHARLIE) 

(6) Third Narine Logistics Group (3 HLG} (Thai land Flood 
Relief) 

h. Number of Personnel Assigned: 

{l) Off icers: 

\2) Enl i sted: 285 

\3) Civilian: 0 

i. Point of Contac t: CDR John Barnett 
Executive Officer 
xo lsd~.£.,: .. ~~:ct .. L~?i.~~;L:l11:.1::}: 
USS TORTUGA (LSD -46) 
FPO AP 96679-1734 

2. Since March of 200 6 TORTUGA has been forward deployed to 
Sasebo, Japan, serving under Amphibious Squadron ELEVEN and 
Expeditiona:t;r Strike Group SEVEN. Maintaining a m.gn 
operational tempo while forward-deployed, TORTUGA struggled 
through poor material condition and equipment failures through 
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operat i ons and a CNO's Selective Restrictive Availability in 
2008, culminating in the relief of the Commanding Officer for 
loss of confidence in ability to command in January 2009. 
Following the interim assignment to command by the Deputy 
Commande:.l': of A.'Ttphibious Squadron ELEVEN, and appointment of a 
new command t eam, TORTUGA experienced a resurgence in material 
condition and operational capability, leading to a successful 
Board of Inspection and Survey inspection (INSURV ) in 2009. 
TORTUGA also won the Bat tle Efficiency Award and Arleigh Burke 
Trophy for most improved ship in the Pacific Fleet and Secretar y 
of the Navy SafeLy Excellence Award in 2010. During this period 
of reporting (2007-201li, TORTUGA has deployed three times in 
support of CARAT (Cooperative Afloat Readiness and Training) 
Exercise , conducted humanitarian assistance operations in the 
Philippines (Typhoon Ketsana ) a nd Japan (Oper ation TOMODACHI), 
conducted a SRF. and mul tiple Continuous Maintenance 
P..vailabilities (CMAV), and deployed with the ESSEX Amphibious 
Ready Group {ARG} and 31st !V!arine Expeditionary Unit !-1EU) three 
times . The g:r·eatest challenge that TORTUG.l'~ has faced in the 
reporting period is completion of Commander, Naval Surface 
Forces traini11g and certification events. The last basic phase 
certification TORTUGA cornpleted was in 2009. The ship has been 
unable to complete scheduled bas i c phase certification due to 
changes in operational schedule and contingency response. 

3. Chronologi cal History : 
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4/ 8 /2 011 4 / 1 0/201 1 YOKOSUK.'\ ENR 
4 /'1 0 / "'01 ' .c.V "' J.. . .I. 4./ 1 1/2011 YOKOSUKi'l. INPT 
4/11 / 201 1 4 /_;:!/20 1 1 SASEBO ENR 
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KUJl..NTA.t"l , 
ANCHR IVO HALAYSIA 
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l-\.1.'\l"CHR IVO MALAYSIA 

6 / 15 / 201 1 6 /16/2011 I CHANGI, 
SINGAPORE 

ENR 
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